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rings and other valuables, that were sent me with my clothes, which will turn into money to answer all I can want, till Providence shall be pleased to put me into some way to help myself, if, for my further punishment, my life is to be lengthened beyond my wishes.
Impute not this scheme, my beloved friend, either to dejection on one hand, or to that romantic turn on the other, which we have supposed generally to obtain with our sex, from fifteen to twenty-two: for, be pleased to consider my unhappy situation, in the light in which it really must appear to every considerate person who knows it. In the first place, the man, who has had the assurance to think me, and to endeavour to make me, \ii$ property, will hunt me from place to place, and search after me as a stray: and he knows he may do so with impunity ; for whom have F to protect me from him ?
Then as to my estate, the envied estate, which has been the original cause of all my misfortunes, it shall never be mine upon litigated terras. What is there in being enabled to boast, that I am worth more than / (.mi us?, or wish to use ? And if my power is circumscribed, I shall not have that to answer for, which I should have, if I did not use it as 1 ought: which very few do. I shall have no husband, of whose interest I ought to be so regardful, as to prevent me doing more than justice to others, that I may not do less for him. If therefore my father will be pleased (as I shall presume, in proper time, to propose to him) to pay two annuities out of it, one to my dear Mrs. Norton, which may make her easy for the remainder of her life*, as she is now growing into years; the other of jo/, per annum, to the .same good woman, for the use of my poor, as I had the vanity to call a certain set of people, concerning whom she knows all my mind ; that ao as few as possible may suffer by the
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